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Significance of Fredrick Douglas’s Speech
Fredrick Douglas was an American slave; he was born in Maryland in 1818. He was dedicated to gain freedom, and luckily he was able to escape to the North. Having secretly learned how to read and write, he began writing powerful speeches of his experience with slavery. One of his powerful speeches is the "What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”. Douglas delivered this speech on 5 July, 1852, during an event organized by Rochester ladies’ antislavery society. They were celebrating the signing of the declaration of independence, at Corinthian Hall in Rochester, New York. Even though the United States had attained independence many years ago, there was a high degree of hypocrisy on the commemoration of the independent day. There was a great disparity between the whites and the blacks. Only the whites had freedom rights and were free with all privileges. However, Black Americans were still in Slavery of the whites, and this was heartbreaking given that their fore fathers who fought against colonial rule wanted common good for all Americans despite their skin colour. Douglas, (1976) says” I say this with a sad sense of the disparity between us. I am not included within the pale of the glorious anniversary. Your independence only reveals the immeasurable distance between us”. I think colour discrimination was among the reasons that Douglas never gave his speech on the Independence Day rather delivered it a day later. The fourth of July did not have any black people’s agenda; it only made sense to the whites who perceived themselves as more superior than the blacks. In this essay, I will discuss the significance of the Douglas speech in acknowledging the great ideals of liberty, freedom, and justice done by the founders of United States and also in condemning human slavery within the America society. 

 Douglas speech played an important role in appreciating the founders of the United States were great men. These men laid great principles of liberty, justice, and freedom for all people without segregation. He was proud of the American freedom fighters who fought against the British legal rule of slavery. Even though people thought that it was almost impossible to revolt against the British rule, Douglas says that their forefathers started a revolution in the midst of fear and hope. They were united in one spirit and knew they were fighting for their freedom no matter the cost due. Through a lot of persistence and determination, they managed to subdue America from British colonial rule, which was brutal and paid no little attention to their petitions. The British had suppressed American’s rights and freedoms, and they were mere servants with no voice to be heard.
 Additionally, this speech was key in captivating the blacks to take up the challenge and fight for their liberty.  At this time, any fight against any injustice based on colour was avoided since an abolitionist movement was viewed as a dangerous political stance. However, courage and truth are what took their ancestors to take the bold step of revolution; thus, the blacks had no excuse but to be strong. He cherishes the American revolutionaries for their selflessness in signing the declaration of independence. This way, they placed their nation’s interests above their own for the sake of all people. With this true definition of patriotism, he appeals to his listeners to continue with the good deeds of these great revolutionaries who brought freedom to their land.


[bookmark: _GoBack]After this wonderful praise, Douglas then reminds the listeners of their critical missing rights.“This Fourth of July is yours, not mine, you may rejoice, I must mourn”. This statement shows the current environment that the black lives were subjected to. Slavery was still their order of the day even after the great sacrifice that American Founders had offered on behalf of their nation. A black American was yet to understand the meaning of freedom and experience of a happy, peaceful life. Only the whites had benefited and enjoyed the fruits of freedom. The blacks were in slavery, just the way things were during the colonial rule. Douglas argues that it was an inhuman mockery to ask a black American to commemorate the Independence Day anniversary. Consequently, there was a lot of ironies since the sacred American principles had been neglected through white superiority. All rights to equality, liberty and democracy had become a dream way too far to be achieved. 
On another note, the author’s oracle was significant in condemning America for going against her founding guidelines. He said that the fourth of July was a day that revealed more than other days, the gross injustice and cruelty whereby he is the constant victim. According to him, the independence celebrations were like a sham; their sounds of rejoicing were empty and heartless; their hymns, sermons, and thanks giving were fraud and deception before the eyes of God. The United States was deemed as the guiltiest nation out of its terrifying and bloody practices. His speech was a clarion call to the Americans to fulfill what the revolutionaries fought for. 


Consequently, Douglas’s 1852 speech was important in showing the oppression that slave trade brought to black people. He condemned the fact that human beings were sold like animals ruthlessly to make profit. The orator narrates that, in Baltimore, slave merchants moved slaves in chains to ships at night because abolitionists’ movements had informed the public of the devastating effects of that trade. He notes the terrifying and unsettling feeling in him from the cries of slaves who passed near his house when still a child. In his speech, he also criticizes American churches and ministers for their hypocrisy. They did not speak against slavery, yet the bible against all those kinds of injustices and inequalities. They kept silent as though slavery never existed in America. The church should feel superlative guilty because it has a lot of power in eradicating slavery. Douglas regarded some churches as non-Christian since they believed that for black men, there was no law, justice, humanity, even humanity.
Borrowing from Douglas speech, the American dream was inconsistent with humanity. This was significant since it posed a challenge to the lawmakers and administrators to implement and enforce the law faithfully. While it preached and addressed freedom, not every American had the privilege to enjoy those rights. According to Levine (2011), even though the law advocates for equality to all Americans, there were unfair society classes in the United States. This 1852 speech also addresses his opponents, who criticized his movement and believed that human slavery in America was Constitutional. He justifies their claim by reference to Smith essay that the constitution was clear and didnot support slavery in any way. This was per American founders whose agenda was to eliminate slavery amongst their people.
In summary, this speech was fundamental in fighting human slavery in the United States of America. It is one of his best oracles up to date and portrays Douglas as one of the bravest, kind, a fair and wise man who lived in the 1800s. The speech outlines the need for equality among humans despite our physical differences because God created us that way. There is no superior race than another. 
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